Tumbling Elocks is & pattern that has long been a
lavonte of quitmakers. 1t s a graphic display of skill
and ofters the apportunity (o use a large Iventony
of fabics

When Tumbing Blocks moved into top position
on my “to-do” lsL, | was not sure how to approach
the challenge. Since a long car rip was not on my
schedule, | knew | would not be ytilizing any of te
vanous hand-pieang technigues, 1 wanted ro sow by

muaching, bur | elimbsuied the strip-piecing methoeds,
as | did not wanr 3 seam interrupting the visual fow
ol graphic fabric,

Saume yuilemakers baok ar che Tumbling Blocls paciemn
and arc overwhelmed by the wr-itn, or Y, scams tha
are sequared. I i poasible for the incxperienced
include these seaimm in her repertoire of slallst |he
answer B yesd In facy, itcan be enjoyable,

Getting Started

A sucoessbul nauhifabeic quile consims of o basic unit
thae can be pieced efficiently, accuravely, and qtq._'bd'r'.
The unis go on the design wall whene they can be
evaluated, adjusted, and of necowry, discanded withom
anguish

In che |III'I'i|'|fIrI].'| Blocks paticm,
the bassc unir is a double Y. Frve
Gl-degroe liamonds are joined i
a eolumn-like formasion. Twe of
theae units are joined, and chen
o diamonds are inserisd (o com-
:[\L'h the hr:q:lm :'\1"\- F"'"'I i% 1o
provide a specific piecing and
pressing LIIIH'IT\IKFJ phy with imaxi-
mum information and visaal duwes
char will be quick and eficient
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Catting

[Desermine your three colos caregoarics and Pt Yo
|..||'I|l.h vl sinckis |.||1r|:'1_| '|| H ]rl-.‘l L |?||_' |:h||.'|,'..J|g'
gores used 0 this cxample are white (A), blue (B}
wid !-IIIL IIL"I_ ahwywn im Tllr: | 1":1.-“ |i'||_' |;j|:|||\_5i Wi "
and eut inmo 2% -wide srmips.

Podivioi a acrip vertically on vour curcing mac; nighs
side up, Alpn the [H.=-\..'i:F::-..‘-c lime @i yoair ringary rker
with the left side oF the stnp 10 atablish che u||.-_||' and
cur (P, 2. Rowaee the siap eind oo endd and cur again
14 Frovm che Biest cor to make a diamend (Fig. 3

Lt 2 more dismonds and <heck ihe cor end o be
sure the angle is 60 degrees. Cut dismonds o 2l
I||. -I_|'||,'|.l
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Baam 1 Peloee yemi arrt, noste that sarne of the
SCWIOE p:sl[i.ums ey seen awkevand when rc:ui,nlm
|I|IIL|1|.'-l- i the cormect order, Mosbiion an A diamend
on rop of 2 B dizmond, right sdes tgether. and pin,
Placy a smull piece of che % "-widc 1ape un tho wrong
sude of one cornet oo establish the saming poine Begin
ammchimg ar che of the tape, hing o fvw siches
forwrard and then wackgiching. Continue sticching 1o
comiplar the seam (Fig, 4. Press the wsam allowances
towsrd e I digiionsd,

Beam 2 Place o L - digmond on mop of the A dizmond,
right sides together, and pin. Flip the unir over and
sew bream the caw Lljt'l-h 1o the Previsisly W s,
Backstinch {Fag 51, Press che scam albowances towand
the C diamond,

Beam 3 With the C dinmond on wmop, align the inner
citners of the B and C daamands and pin the poiots,
Sew from the row adgey to che previoualy sewn sam
and backstitch (Fig. 6. Press the seam allosrances
voward the C dinmend, Tum che uniz cighe side up
(Fig. 7).

Seam 4 Position another B dismand an top of cthe A
diamond and pin, Mace a piece of tape ot the comer
1o eshlish che stopping point. Sew trom the curside
poincs to the wpe, backaitching ot dhe sopping poine
Fig, 8}, Press the seam albowssnoes soward the second B

SEam § Align another C diamond on top of de A
pasch, right sides together, and pin. Flip ||E,- IR vEr
and sew from che raw odges to che previowshy sewn
BEAm ':'Fh M. Prea oward the L T,ml.h g acliden,

Beam B With the second C damond on top, match
the inncs cornces snd pin the seeond B and € rogecher.
Bwr from the maw edges to the previously sewn sam,
Backstinch (Fig. 10}, Pres seam allowances mward che
C diamond; you now have a column unin wich the
central A pavch lying nice and fat becanse all of s
ecam allwances are pressed away from ioelf (Fg, 113
Repeat stepu 1-6 1w make 3 swoond column snl

B8am 7 Align ? column anits righi sides mgeher,
Pin the units mogether ar the center ASA Jiamiond
imrersecesosn. Moce g &t the top and bomen of the
szam o mark the sarcing and seopgung poms,
Searting and unpping it the mpe and boclorivching
at besth emdds, sew the scam (Fig 123 Remove dhe g
and pres the swam allowsnees open (Fig, 13), and
then s from the righe side {Fig. 14).

Inserting the Diamonds

Lis insene A dimmond ac che top of the unir, place an A&
panch on top of the B, tight sides togerther. March dhe
cormet ami| points and pin the parches ogether, Tam
the unic over and sow i}mm the mw edpes mo the seam
line. Hackaritch {Fig. 15}

Botare the adjacent side of the A diamond 1o align
with the neighbaoring C dismond. Pin dhe dismonds
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wogether, With che C diamond on sop, sew fom the mw edges o the

seam line and backscivdh. Pres the searn sllowances, one a5 a time, toward
A (big. 16), Rotae the unic and add the remalning dimond A patch in

the same way 1o complene the hesagon [Fg 17

Putting It All Togather

Refer o the diagrams ar righr as you follow these seeps. Fime isolate the

pizced hexagon unit. Fach row that heyging with a hexagon unit will
unit. Converscly, each row tha begins wich a

ensl with o lalt-hex

Tealf- o will end with a2 hu:qap'm woit, These 2 rows shernage the

kengrh of the guile

Lay our the hﬂﬂf;ﬂn units and hif'-hmg\nn RIS OR 3 dtiign wall or

hrg,n.- mirfave as shown. To Gl in the gaps o the side. ndd A 1 the

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
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picced half-hesagon units along the side

froun edge i odge, Press roward dhe A%

Join the hexagon and half he NI WL
in diagnnal rows by sewing .|:||_1_|1. on the
seum lines To do chis, wee the W=wide
tape o mark the starting and -.rnprnng
poines on each seam, You do nor need o
mark che sopping poins on the quil
perimeter. Seirch the seams smrting and
stopping at the cape a5 needed, Press all
seim allrwances apen

Birally, adel A diamonds wo the quilt wp
winel bastecwm, wewing, from ihe inade cor
ners to che raw eulgnen

Tram the excess poctions. if che darmond
A paiches, working in small sections s
allemang bor the 14" scam allowances. To
useure the esdges. seinch along the quili
permerer pust in from che aw edges,

Avtertion io dewail and practice will
greathy reduce the peneived difficulcy of
the Tumbling Mlocks pactern. Then ii's
ivme 1o play with your Bhic and enjoy
the 1'&‘:ﬂlﬁl

Berbats Lenom s & quilt teacher o Lare acat,
Perigdvweng. See Jenhing Boot iaany, & varatim
of thes sracitionsl bl 750 b mwe

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

B e thal your ' weam allawance & scmirale.

1 preter ta havs a puideline on the bed of my sewing
machine and in use Siat rederence fee 1o guicke the

Sabric. By the Sme the fabric gots 1 the T, || i fa.
late o adjust.

- The 14 tape aad the end of the seam lines are yoar

| visual coes, Do ot plerce the bape with fhe resdie.
* While thet exnt erd o the seam line i the tarpeL, i &

better io be & wlich short than ta be a stitch over,

1 me & sronghy contrsfing wolored thread <o | can see
Hhie viseal cues mone sasily. K eaer i b the tege
hen vou can see it | routinehy se 3 differer] thread
wuumumm

lmllmmﬂhﬂﬂ
Sohorignt thread,

Usie a peesser foat that allows you 10 see the edpe of the
o tape i the end of he seam bess Suokd o oot that

i o ar that blncks your view: §we a Berming sesing

machine with Sie #37 Patchaork fool. #

whene shown, March corners, pin, and sew



